68 Kamloops, 1914 Kamloops, -1945 is a difficult book to comment on since it has been both major weaknesses and strengths. Written, as it was, under the direction of the Museum's History Committee (many of whom were actual participants in the events described in the book), the volume is sometimes more concerned with surface impressions than with deliberate judgements. The book also suffers from the lack of any formal or unifying organization; it is, rather, a series of often unconnected episodes covered under such headings as "Schools and Scholars", "Sports", "Parades and Pageants", "Representatives of the People", "Fire Fighting", and so on. But these and other problems, common enough in many local histories, are balanced by strengths not usually found in such works.
The photographs included in the book are useful and enjoyable. More important, the book does grapple with several themes that are of interest well beyond the borders of Kamloops. Under such headings as "Hub City", "Ethnic Groups", and "The Local Economy", such themes as the role of boosterism, the relationships of a small regional center with its hinterland and its coastal metropolis, and the local reaction to the arrival of West Coast Japanese during World War II are examined. In short, while Kamloops, 1914 Kamloops, -1945 Battles over the heart of the city have most often pitted the restorers against the razers with the latter being the more successful. 
